
How to 
pay for 
College 

Adviser: Alejandra Diaz  



Goals
 

Understand what Financial Aid is 

 

Learn about the different types of Financial Aid 

 

Learn how to access these benefits

 



Financial Aid is a set of 

resources provided to students 

and families to help pay for their 

college education. 



What have you heard?
What are some things you have heard 

about or know about financial aid? 

 



Why is this important?
Comparing cost between 

different college systems 

 
Keep in mind: This includes

tuition

 room and board 

living expenses

books and supplies 

 



Loans
Money that is borrowed and will need to be payed back. 

Grants
Are awarded through Federal, State and 

university funds according to financial need and 

the money does not need to be payed back 

Scholarships
Is money you do not have to pay back given by various 

instituitons and private funds. 

Types of aid

Institutional Aid 
Are awarded through each individual institution 

as grants or scholarships 



Where to (start) Apply 
 

At: www.fafsa.ed.gov 

OR

At: https://dream.csac.ca.gov 

Applications open October 1st and close March 2nd.  

You should be submitting this application starting senior year of high school 

and again  every year during college  

FAFSA: Federal Application for Federal Student Aid  

California Dream Act Financial Aid Application 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pn4OECMTh5w&feature=youtu.be










What you need
Free Application! 

Create an account as a student 

Family tax information from the 

previous year 

Driver's license, if you have one

SSN if you have one 

DACA number if you have one

List of colleges student is interested in



Loans offered



Based on Financial Need and 

Academic Achievement 

GPA: 3.0 

Minimum 2 year program 

(Associates or Baccalaureate 

degree) 

Covers 4 years of tuition.  

UC: $12,570 

CSU: $5,742

Grant A

Grants

Depends on need and academic 

achievement 

GPA: 2.0 

Minimum 1 year program 

(Certificate, Associate or 

Baccalaureate Degree)   

Provides living allowance and 

assistance with tuition and fees  

$1,672 Access Award for 4 years

Grant B
Helps pay for tuition and 

training costs at occupation 

or career technical schools  

GPA: none 

At least 4 month length 

occupational or technical 

program  

Cover: CCC up to $1,094 

(Books and Supplies  

Eligible private/vocational 

schools up to $2,462 in 

tuition + $547 for 

books/supplies.

Grant C



Grants

Pell Grant 

SEOG

Federal aid for students based solely on financial 

need 

up to $5,920

Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity 

Grant: Federal Aid for students who demonstrated 

exceptional financial need



Scholarships 
Free money you do not have to pay back 

Where can you find scholarships?
Scholarship Wall  

Asking your Counselor, Cal-SOAP Coach or 

DCAC Adviser

Free College search engines 

Fastweb, Niche, Greenlight



Institutional Aid 
UC system has the Blue and Gold plan 

CSU Stat University Grants 

California College Promise Grant (formerly known as the 

BOG waiver)

Privates and others have different ones. 

Each individual university might differ.



Others

Middle class Scholarship 

Chafee Grant (for current or former Foster Youth)

Dream Loan - CADAA

Work Study 



Look at all the award 
letters from the 
universities 
Financial aid will go 
directly to the university

Next steps 



Cash for college
feb 16th
Room 403 
Counselors 

Resources


